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1) In The Beginningé

[òIn the beginning God created the 

heaven and the earthéó (Genesis 1:1)

[òIn the beginning was the Word , and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was 

Godéó (John 1:1)

Everything worthwhile and lasting starts with God

So it was with the multiplication of parishes 
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1) In The Beginningé

Diocesan Synod 2006

This Synod commits the Diocese 
of St Mark the Evangelist to 
multiply our present 12 parishes 
into more self -sufficient parishes. 
In order to do this Synod 
respectfully requests

\The Bishop to call a Diocesan 
Missionary Conference by the end 
of 2007;

\Each parish to set targets and 
work towards achieving them by 
the end of 2010 .

Diocesan Missionary Conference 
2007:

\òNow is the time!ó

Since then we have:

\Clarified and expanded our goals 
for multiplication of parishes

\Learned a lot about how to do it, 
starting with clusters of chapelries

Soé

\How are we doing?

\What needs special attention 
going forward?
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2) Goals and Progress

[òThis one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 

forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize 

of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus .ó (Philippians 3:13 -14)

4



2) Goals and Progress

In 2006 we had

1. 14 Parishes

\ Including 2 United Churches

2. 9 Rectors

\ Church Supported

3. 4 Priests in Charge

\ Self-Supporting

4. Organised into 4 

Archdeaconries

Our Goal for 2017

1. 32 Parishes

\ Including Mission & United Churches

2. 27 Rectors

\ Church Supported

3. 5 Priests in Charge

\ Self-Supporting

4. Organised into 6

Archdeaconries 5



2) Goals and Progress

In 2015 we will have

1. 27 Parishes

\ 2 United & 7 Mission Churches

2. 11 Rectors

\ Church Supported

3. 16 Priests in Charge

\ Self-Supporting

4. Organised into 7 

Archdeaconries

Our Goal for 2017

Can you see 

the problem?

1. 32 Parishes

\ Including Mission & United Churches

2. 27 Rectors

\ Church Supported

3. 5 Priests in Charge

\ Self-Supporting

4. Organised into 6

Archdeaconries 6



2) Goals and Progress

Falling behind in two areas:

1. New churches need to be planted!

\ RDP settlements

\ New villages

\ Growing towns and cities

2. All our parishes should work towards having Rectors

\ We must train more stipendiary clergy
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3) What A Parish Needs

[For just as the body is one and has many 

members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 

(1 Corinthians 12:12)

[Now you are the body of Christ and individually 

members of it. (1 Corinthians 12:27)
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3) What A Parish Needs

Every parish should aim at all six of these things. If any one of them is 

missing, the parish falls short of its potential and calling:

1. Every member growing as a disciple of Christ

2. May lay leaders sharing in mission and ministry

3. A stipendiary youth pastor , possibly called to ordained ministry

4. Community development projects wherever we have land or buildings

5. A team of self-supporting clergy to lead sacramental, teaching & pastoral 

ministry

6. A stipendiary Rector to be team leader 9


